What is DISCIPLE Bible Study?

DISCIPLE is a small-group approach to Bible study that prioritizes transformation (not information), study and preparation. During the course of thirty-four weeks, participants learn more about the Bible, the covenant we have with God, themselves, and one another.  Video, theme words and verses, and historical context set the tone for the biblical story at each session.  

The DISCIPLE Bible Study program is designed to develop strong Christian leaders in local churches through the in-depth study of Scripture. Through DISCIPLE, persons are strengthened in their faith and guided into service and ministry.  A former Bishop of our Virginia Conference once said that the tree primary forces of spiritual transformation at work in the United Methodist Church today are the DISCIPLE program, the Emmaus Walk movement, and Volunteers in Mission Teams.  The DISCIPLE Bible Study can and does: 

· Deepen Faith  

· Vitalize Worship  

· Empower Leadership  

· Strengthen Fellowship  

· Cultivate Friendships  

· Transform Lives
  

I have heard DISCIPLE takes a lot of time.  It is for me?
Those who take DISCIPLE will generally:
· Study about thirty minutes daily in preparation for the weekly session, less a Sabbath rest on Sunday. 
· Participate in an orientation session and as many of the weekly study sessions as they can.

Very seldom can anyone, including a facilitator, be present for 32 or 34 nearly consecutive weeks.  Our covenant is: if you are in town, and you are not sick, you will be there!  (Although ideally, no more than 4 or 5 sessions should be missed.)  It IS a big commitment, but then it is a worthy one.  How long do we want to wait to invite God to transform us by the gifts of the Scriptures?

Do I have to be “biblically literate” to take DISCIPLE?
Note: DISCIPLE I is the sole pre-requirement for taking DISCIPLE II, III, IV, and V.



DISCIPLE II: “Into the Word, Into the World”  
For the 2011-2012 year, we offer, to those who have at some previous time completed DISCIPLE I, the next course in the series: DISCIPLE II: “Into the Word, Into the World.”  This 32-week study concentrates on the related books of Genesis, Exodus, Luke and Acts, reinforcing the essential task of keeping Bible study related to daily living, connecting our inner and outer lives, and encouraging the practice of spiritual disciplines arising from Scripture to transform us for the better.  Depending upon what works for those interested, the group may meet on Monday evenings, from 6:30 to 8:30 pm.  Seasoned guides Harvey and Priscilla Woodmansee, who led DISCIPLE I this past year, have graciously offered to guide the course.

Below is a registration form, which you are welcome to e-mail to our Pastor (pastor@stmarksmethodist.com), drop by the church office or place in the offering plate, as you prefer.  You can also pick up a green booklet, outlining DISCIPLE II, in the church Narthex.  Finally, you are most welcome to call Harvey or Priscilla (966-5892), or Rev. Dave (992-3030) with any questions.  

Again, having completed DISCIPLE I is a pre-requisite for this class – but don’t worry, we plan to again offer the introductory course in Fall 2012!

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

SIGN UP FORM FOR DISCIPLE BIBLE STUDIES

I would like to sign up for  DISCIPLE II (meets Monday evenings)



NAME: _________________________________

Phone: ________________

OR

I am interested to know more about DISCIPLE, and would like a call:

NAME: _________________________________

Phone:__________________

PLEASE GIVE OR MAIL THIS PORTION TO THE CHURCH OFFICE, PLACE IT IN THE OFFERING PLATE, OR GIVE IT TO THE PASTOR.

